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Director & Choreographer 
Molly Rhode
Music Arrangements
Dennis Johnson
Music Director 
Alissa Rhode
Stage Manager 
Neen Rock*
Scenic Designer 
Lisa Schlenker
Scenic Artist 
Carri Dahl
Lighting Designer 
Bryce Foster
Sound Designer 
Ben Werner
Costume Designer 
Karen Brown-Larimore
Props Designer 
Kathleen Rock

Book by 
Corrie Beula Kovacs 
& Stephen Kovacs
Music & Lyrics by 
Stephen Kovacs

Setting: Winneconne, Wisconsin – 1967

Cast of Characters
C.O. Rogers, publisher Winneconne News .........................Alex Campea
Warren P. Knowles, Wisconsin governor ....................Doug Mancheski*
Vera Kitchen, restaurant owner  ............................ Lachrisa Grandberry
James Coughlin, village president ...................................... Bill Theisen*
William Schlapman, Case Company CEO .......Fred Heide / Jeff Herbst*
Dotty Knowles, governor’s wife ............................. Corrie Beula Kovacs
Russ Meerdink, Jan’s fiancé .............................................. Isaiah Spetz
Jan Badtke, secretary in Washington D.C. ...........................Emily Brandt
Kay Klipstine, Jan’s roommate .......................................Jamie Mercado
Paul Hassett, governor’s Chief of Staff ................................ Isaiah Spetz

Conductor/Keyboard: Alissa Rhode
Bass: Dennis Johnson  |  Guitar: John Lewis  |  Percussion: Colin O’Day

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers in the United States.

We Like It Where? Sponsors

Developed for Northern Sky Theater 
in association with Richard Carsey

While based on actual events, some characters, characterizations, incidents, locations 
and dialogue have been fictionalized or invented for purposes of dramatization.

 

We Like It Where? – Musical Numbers
We Like It Here  ....................... Knowles, Vera, Coughlin, Schlapman, Rogers  
We Like It Where?  ........Schlapman, Rogers, Vera, Coughlin, Knowles, Dotty   
Off the Map  ......................................................................................Jan & Kay
A More Perfect Union  ...................................................Knowles, Dotty & Paul
What’s Next, I’m Ready  ..........................Vera, Coughlin, Rogers, Schlapman
What a Woman  ............................................................................Dotty & Vera
Secession  ............................... Kay, Jan, Vera, Coughlin, Rogers, Schlapman
A Man’s World ......................... Knowles, Coughlin, Rogers, Schlapman, Paul
Headlines ...........................................................................................Company
Declaring Independence.................................................Dotty, Vera, Jan, Kay 
One Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-Three People  ...... Coughlin, Rogers,  
 ......................................................................Schlapman, Dotty, Jan, Kay, Vera
Secession Day/Winneconne National Anthem ..................Vera, Schlapman,  
 ..................................................................... Coughlin, Rogers, Jan, Kay, Dotty
Epilogue  ............................................................................................Company

DESSERT, WINE, & COFFEE BAR

Tony & Judy 
Licata

Based on the true “mouse that roared” story of Winneconne’s 1967 hilarious publicity stunt to secede from Wisconsin. 
We Like It Where? celebrates ordinary people doing extraordinary things.

Cover Photo by Len Villano features Emily Brandt, Jeff Herbst, Bill Theisen, Lachrisa Grandberry, Isaiah Spetz,  
Corrie Beula Kovacs, Alex Campea, Doug Mancheski, and Jamie Mercado.
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January 1967 - A printing salesman from Milwaukee came to 
Winneconne complaining that the village wasn’t on the new state highway map. C. O. 
Rogers, publisher of the Winneconne News, caught wind of the problem and wrote in his 
weekly “Look Out Below” column, “Would you believe that the village of Winneconne is 
no more? The state map makers must have been napping when they should have been 
mapping.”

Vera Kitchen, president of the Winneconne Chamber of Commerce, was aghast. The 
organization worked tirelessly to promote tourism for the village, and now they’d been left 
off the map. How would tourists find them? She fired off a letter to Governor Warren P. 
Knowles to ask if something could be done to correct this “grievous error.”

Knowles gave a less-than-satisfactory response, indicating the maps couldn’t 
be corrected but would be carefully proofed for the 1968 edition. A Secret 
Committee was formed to look at what the village should do next. After many zany, 
and fruitless, suggestions, they decided to hold a contest to “Put Winneconne 
Back on the Map”. The story was picked up by the Milwaukee Journal, and what 
started as a local contest in the Winneconne News became a nationwide contest 
that was carried in newspapers across the country. 

Janice Badtke and Kay Klipstine, Wisconsinite roommates working for the federal 
government in Washington, D.C., submitted an entry titled “Winneconne Secedes 
from Wisconsin”. The committee invited Governor Knowles to help select the 
winning entry, and they chose Jan and Kay’s. Winneconne would secede!

The date was set for July 21: in part, to coincide with the Wolf River boat races, 
and to allow Jan to attend without interfering with her wedding and honeymoon. 
The village poured its hard work and creativity into planning a parade, picnics, 
fireworks and more.  

On Secession Day, Governor Knowles, realizing that the village was “serious”, 
sent an urgent telegram asking the village to reconsider this drastic action. 
Keeping up with the charade, he stated his hope that the “use of National Guard 
troops will not be required to reverse this act of rebellion”. By noon, negotiations 
between the governor and the sovereign state were completed successfully. 
The governor agreed to have signs placed at Highways 41 and 110 directing 
motorists to the community and would permit the Chamber of Commerce to 
review the 1968 maps before going to print. In exchange, Winneconne returned 
as a village in good standing to the state of Wisconsin.

The Sovereign State of Winneconne existed for only one day. However, the spirit of that day lives on each year with the annual 
Sovereign State Days celebration!

The True Story of the Secession of Winneconne

Jim Coughlin, Governor Knowles, Congressman William Steiger and Vera 
Kitchen with Jan and Kay’s winning contest entry. Knowles wears the “We 
Like It Here” button promoting Wisconsin tourism.

Kay Klipstine (front) and Jan Badtke (back) arrive in Oshkosh on July 
20, 1967.
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The 1960s
The times, they are a changin’...
q	President John F. Kennedy is elected in 1960. He is
              assassinated on November  22, 1963.

w	Martin Luther King, Jr. leads the March on Washington, 
              a seminal moment of the Civil Rights movement, on 
              August 28, 1963.

e	The Vietnam War is the last conflict in which soldiers 
              were conscripted through Selective Service, commonly
              referred to as “the Draft”.    

r	The drafting of citizens for service is one of many 
              points of contention that lead to widespread protests 
              against America’s involvement in Vietnam.      

t	Buzz Aldrin is photographed by Neil Armstrong on July
              20, 1969. They become the first people to walk on the
              moon.

y	Jimi Hendrix plays at the Woodstock Fesitival on August
              18, 1969. Woodstock is widely regarded as a pivotal 
              moment of the counterculture generation.

u	The Women’s Liberation Movement gains momentum in
              the late 1960s. The movement leads to a global 
              awareness of patriarchy and sexism.
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“Just wait and see what I’ve got in store because I 
know I can do so much more!” - Dotty
Corrie Beula Kovacs, who plays DOTTY KNOWLES and is a co-author of We Like It Where?, talks 
about bringing the story to the Northern Sky Theater stage.

Where did you come up with the idea for this story?
15 years ago, I was a performing intern at Northern Sky Theater (then American Folklore Theater). 
Inspired by the company’s Wisconsin-themed original productions, I found an article in the library 
about a forgotten story in Wisconsin history: the secession of Winneconne in 1967. It seemed like 
a perfect idea for a show! I tucked the article away in a binder, where it stayed through numerous 
moves all over New York City and, eventually, back to Wisconsin. I found the article again and 
asked my husband if he’d like to try writing a musical.

How did you go about researching the history of the secession? 

We took a trip to the Winneconne Library and found a book that 
recounted the secession story. A librarian directed us to the James 
P. Coughlin room at the library, which holds a collection of scrap 
books, press clippings, letters and other correspondence 
donated by the late village president. A biography of Coughlin’s 
life also provided great insight.

What message do you hope the audience will take 
away from this story?
The story touches on a number of themes, such as
bi-partisan collaboration, women’s empowerment and the Vietnam
War. But at its heart, the message of this story is that we are capable
of more than we realize. Too often, our doubts and fears stand
as the greatest obstacles to our success and happiness.
We’ve tried to emulate the lesson this story teaches
us by facing our doubts as first-time authors and a 
first-time composer and believing in ourselves!
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“Can’t we listen to something groovy...like
Simon and Garfunkel? ”- Jan
Composer/Lyricist Stephen Kovacs talks about the 
music of We Like It Where?

What is the musical style of the show?
We wanted the music to pay tribute to the pop music 
of 1967, the year in which the story takes place. I tried to 
incorporate elements of 60s rock, folk rock and Motown to set the music
in the era of the story. However, some of our characters are more old-fashioned, so
their songs harken back to 1940s jazz, 50s rock and do-wop. 

        Which artists of the 60s influenced your music the most? 
    My father is a big fan of The Beatles, so I grew up with their music,   
    especially songs from the 1967 album, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club  
    Band. I’ve always enjoyed Simon and Garfunkel, so we found ways to  
    infuse a couple numbers with 60s folk. And, given the strong female  
    characters in the story, I was inspired by the
    female acts of Motown, including The 
    Supremes and Martha and the Vandellas.

What is the biggest challenge you faced as a first-
time composer?
Pop/rock songs are very repetitive, which makes it hard to write
musical theater in those styles. Each song needs to move the
story forward, so I had to find ways to make each repetition of a
verse or refrain different from the last. 
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Sovereign 
State 
Days
WILL ENDURE!

From left, Jim Coughlin, Vera Kitchen and William Schlapman display 
the Sovereign State of Winneconne flag at Sovereign State Days in 
1969.

Each year, the village of Winneconne commemorates the 1967 
secession with the annual Sovereign State Days celebration. 
Highlights include:

µ FIREWORKS
   µ PARADE

µ PANCAKE BREAKFAST
PLUS, you can visit the Winneconne Historical 
Society to see memorabilia from the secession!

For more information, visit 
https://sovereignstateofwinneconne.com/

or scan the QR code with your phone’s camera:
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R E S O U R C E S

BOOKS
   

   We Like It Where?: Sovereign State of Winneconne 
   by Polly Zimmerman

One Man, One Village: James P. Coughlin and Winneconne
by Michael J Goc

WEBSITES
Sovereign State Days - https://sovereignstateofwinneconne.com/

Winneconne Historical Society - http://www.winneconnehistory.org/

Winneconne Library - https://www.winneconnelibrary.org/
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