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By Doc Heide


AFT is kept alive by a shockingly small number of core company members.  Among the most central is stage manager Neen Rock.

One of our interns called her simply “the backbone of the backstage operation.”Others called her “tenderhearted”, “amazingly resourceful”, and “the best communicator in the world.”

                                     HERCULEAN NEEN

Neen, who is gorgeous, mostly wears stuff like her Tremblant sweatshirt, which wistfully recalls a ski trip she made to Canada back when she had time for recreation. Her brunette hair is in pigtails or hanging over her shoulders.   Around her neck is a bouquet of pens and markers. 
The handful of us who run AFT all put in long hours, but Neen’s schedule would make Hercules faint.  I recall the night my girlfriend Jody and I went to our barn to watch a post-show movie after midnight.   We asked Neen, happily working on a costume upstairs, to join us and she graciously turned us down.  When we left around 3 AM, she was still up there plugging away.
One of the many charming things about Neen is her unique style of expression.  She’ll say she was “completely zombified” by a production meeting, or refer to folks as “human being people”.   She calls our assistant stage manager Amber Alley  "Am-scradoodle."
Though she’s one of the most respected stage managers in Wisconsin, Neen cheerfully tolerates the tribulations of summer theatre such as funky housing.   One year she had to chase a groundsquirrel out of her bedroom.  Another time she awoke to find a shrew snoozing in her armpit.
I think I have a certain inner quiet, but compared to Neen I’m a monkey on uppers.  A tornado could carry off our stage and Neen would straddle it calmly giving instructions.  Inside her head, Neen manages to carry an encyclopedia of the details AFT needs to run smoothly. Her van holds enough spare costumes and tools to house a village of gypsies.                                                   NEENER HUMOR
 Neen’s humor is another endearing feature.  Last week, after sitting through a senior staff meeting that dragged on for two-and-a-half hours, she deadpanned, “I hope next week we can meet longer.”  I found a note she’d written in the costume shop of our barn that read, “Somewhere on farm---back in a few.  OK, I’m taking a potty break.” 

Neen's talents run a wide gamut, though she’s too modest to mention them.  She plays piano and guitar, has studied dance, and is familiar with five languages.  She can fix anything with a tube of rubber cement and a roll of fishing line.   She’s even done acting as Papa Smurf in the Ice-capades.   When the guy hiring her hesitated because she was a girl, Neen responded, “Have you ever heard a Smurf talk?”

Perhaps the greatest compliment I can give her is that Neen “gets” AFT.  She devotes body and soul to our mission of high-quality musical theatre for everyone.   That she does so with such an upbeat loving attitude is the true measure of the character of this indispensable woman.

* AFT performs at the Peninsula State Park Amphitheatre Monday- Saturday through August 30.  Fishing for the Moon plays Monday at 8pm, Wednesday at 8:30 pm, and Saturday at 6pm.  Lumberjacks in Love is at 8pm Tuesday and Friday and 6pm Wednesday, and A Cabin with a View returns at 8pm Thursday and 8:30pm Saturday.     Advanced and reserved tickets are available at www.folkloretheatre.com, by calling 854-6117, at the AFT office in the Green Gables Shops in North Ephraim, or at the theatre box office one hour prior to performance.  A park sticker is not required in the theatre lot.  

