By Doc Heide

July 16, 2008


This Friday, my good friend and writing partner Lee Becker turns 40.   It’s an apt occasion to toast the talent of this beloved AFT company member.


Lee spent his early years in Stevens Point, Madison, and eventually Mount Horeb.  There he got to watch Fred Alley and Jeff Herbst do lead roles in high school musicals like “Camelot”.   Despite an exposure to greatness that might intimidate lesser men, Lee went on to pursue theatre himself.

                                        POULTRY PRINCE


After studying at UW-Madison, Lee wound up doing improv in New York for several years with friends from Wisconsin.    While performing Shakespeare with Karen Mal there in the spring of 1994, Lee got a call from Fred Alley inviting him to premiere the role of Mildred the Chicken in “Belgians in Heaven”.  


To paraphrase Lee, “some actors have their Hamlet, but for me, it was more like omelet.”


I was impressed with Lee from the start.  His humor.  His compassion.  His ability to squeeze a full spectrum of emotion from a script in which his only lines were

“Brawk!”  We became instant friends.


Lee has gone on to become one of that elite group of Badger Staters who support themselves solely through professional acting.   At AFT he’s best known for playing self-absorbed roles such as Ernie the Moocher and DNR Doug.  Recently he completed a similar role as the title character in “The Nerd” at Madison Rep.  


This is ironic, since in real life Lee has a heart of gold.  He’s never defensive when someone else has a good idea.  He generously offers his cabin for frequent AFT bonfires.   When four mosquitoes landed on his arm yesterday, I actually saw him brush them off rather than swatting them.   This would have impressed the Buddha himself, especially if he’d spent time in northern Wisconsin.

                                           KING OF PUN


Lee is also one of the most verbally facile people I’ve ever met.  He wields words as readily as a brain surgeon does a scapel.   A few examples:


We were having dinner in San Francisco’s Chinatown, and the Mongolian beef on the menu got us talking about Genghis Khan.  Lee suggested we order it, since “if anyone can prepare Mongolian beef well, Genghis Khan.”


Eric Lewis, an astonishing bluegrass player, referred to his friend Tommy Burroughs as his hero.  Lee responded, “You guys are so self-effacing it’s a wonder you have any face left.”


One time we were eating cheese curds, and Lee began, “It oc-curd to me…”  Another time we were discussing biofuels in an AFT rehearsal, and he commented, “Most of our humor is derived from corn.”


Speaking of the musical we wrote together (“Packer Fans From Outer Space”), which ends in a tie between two teams, Lee opined, “It’s a winsome you-lose-some comedy.”


If all these puns don’t give you indigestion, you can catch Lee and oodles of AFT talent onstage at Northwoods Nightcap on his birthday:  Friday, July 18 at 10 PM.  And we still have space for your child earlier that day at our wonderful Creative Kids’ Day.


* AFT performs at the Peninsula State Park Amphitheatre Monday- Saturday through August 30.  Fishing for the Moon plays Monday at 8pm, Wednesday at 8:30 pm, and Saturday at 6pm.  Lumberjacks in Love is at 8pm Tuesday and Friday and 6pm Wednesday, and A Cabin with a View returns at 8pm Thursday and 8:30pm Saturday.     Advanced and reserved tickets are available at www.folkloretheatre.com, by calling 854-6117, at the AFT office in the Green Gables Shops in North Ephraim, or at the theatre box office one hour prior to performance.  A park sticker is not required in the theatre lot.  

