By Doc Heide

For October 15, 2008


OK, let’s be frank.  The economy stinks.  The stock market is sliding faster than an Olympic bobsled team.  Your friends are telling you jokes like these:


Q:  What’s the difference between a Lehman Brothers investment banker and a pigeon?


A:  The pigeon can still make a deposit on a Ferrari.


So, maybe you are thinking that the responsible thing is to not spend precious cash on theatre tickets this fall?


I appreciate the logic.  Food is a necessity, theatre seems like a luxury.  But here are a few counterarguments.

                                                       Mood vs. Food


First, if you do this, you’ll miss two terrific AFT shows, “Sometimes a Song:  The Music of Dan Fogelberg” and “And If Elected”.  Both will leave you in an outstanding mood.


When I’m not onstage at AFT, I teach clinical psychology in California.  Solid psychological research shows that your problem-solving ability quadruples when you’re in a good mood.   And if there was ever a time to polish your problem-solving skills, this is it.


Here’s another argument.  If you’re reading this, you’re either on vacation or you live up here.


If you’re on vacation, relax.  You worked hard all year to earn these few precious days.   Did you really come all this way just to look at trees?  

There are trees in your backyard.  What you won’t find in your backyard is award-winning professional musical theatre at rock-bottom prices.   

For less than the price of a tank of gas, you can get two tickets to a show that will stay in your heart for months.  Your heart is at least as important as your carburetor. 

On the other hand, maybe you live here.  You’re in luck!  You’re surrounded by some of the nicest people in America.   If the economy tanks, you’re guaranteed to be invited over to somebody’s house every night for tuna noodle casserole.

                                      Funny vs. Your Honey

Still not convinced?  Consider this.  The Fogelberg show is chockfull of gorgeous romantic songs.  What’s more important in tough times than having a relaxing night out with your sweetie?   

Or maybe you’d rather go to “And If Elected”, a veritable shot in the arm for anybody exhausted by our current presidential campaign.  You’ll laugh uproariously as you discover that, compared to past campaigns, this one seems like a croquet match at a finishing school.

Here’s my final argument.  Many people seem to think the arts are an add-on, the first thing to cut when money gets tight.

I disagree. Culture is the glue of civilization.  It’s our common language, the carrier of our values, the thing that makes life meaningful.

Where would we be without Shakespeare, the Bible, the Odyssey?  Can you really put a dollar value on experiencing “Lumberjacks in Love” or “Belgians in Heaven” together with your family under the stars? 

AFT is a nonprofit dedicated to bringing the arts to all families, regardless of income.  By supporting us, you’re supporting our community’s effort to keep the fire of culture burning bright. 

And giving yourself a much-needed lift in the bargain.

AFT takes the stage at Ephraim Village Hall with Sometimes a Song:  The Music of Dan Fogelberg, September 5-October 25.  AFT’s presidential election year favorite, And If Elected, returns to Old Gibraltar Town Hall in Fish Creek, October 9- 19 and at Third Avenue Playhouse in Sturgeon Bay from October 23-November 2.  Information and tickets are available at www.folkloretheatre.com, by calling 920-854-6117, at the AFT office in the Green Gables Shops in North Ephraim, or, if available, at the box office at the theatre 45 minutes prior to each performance. 

