By Doc Heide

June 18, 2008


On the way home to Wisconsin this spring from my winter job in California, my girlfriend Jody and I kept noticing that not everybody does stuff like we do it at AFT.

On our second night, we wanted to stay in Ketchum, Idaho, home of Sun Valley ski area.   We called the cheapest place in town.  But the owner seemed reluctant to have our business.  She explained she had to put down her cord phone, get out of bed, pull on slippers, go downstairs and check whether she had vacancies.  We offered to go elsewhere, but no, she’d check.


Turns out she did have vacancies---we were the only people in the motel.  We weren’t sure how this fact had slipped her mind, but hey, we were just grateful to sleep in the shadow of a historic mountain.

                                         SUN VALLEY VIBE

I ski lots, and though it can get pricey, you don’t exactly need to be Bill Gates to do it.   We get a season pass to our favorite resort in the UP for 99 bucks.

But Sun Valley had a whole different vibe.  This is where Bruce and Demi and John Kerry and Arnold Schwarzenegger hang out.  I’d been there shortly after Christmas several years ago and overheard two fellows on the lift.  One complained how hard it was to decorate his 3000-square-foot house.  The other responded, “Who decorates?  I paid this gal 10 grand to do it for me.”   And after the holidays, he just threw everything away.

This reminded Jody of how a guy who lived near her in Harbor Spring, Michigan used to have callilillies flown up every morning fresh from Chicago on his private helicopter.

And that got us talking about how Madonna travels everywhere with a stylist to coordinate her color scheme.   I expressed shock that Jody had come on our trip scheme-less.

Ketchum was really nice.  Even the fox we saw run across the street looked like he lived on filet mignon.

Now, Jody and I don’t object to people having money.  We’d love to be people like that.   But I’m here to remind you that you’re welcome at AFT regardless of income.

                               AFFABLE AFT

First, we won’t make you feel guilty for wanting to spend the evening with us.  No, siree.   We’ll greet you with a warm smile, ask how you’re doing, chat with you while you stand in line.  If we had time, we’d bake you cookies and show you pictures of our nephew’s wedding.

Second, you won’t need to fly in callilillies.  Our theatre is ringed with violets and trilliums and scented with the aroma of pine.

Third, you can give your color stylist the evening off.   Dress up if you like, but you’ll feel right at home in a Packers sweatshirt covered with marshmallows from last night’s campfire.

Finally, if you feel the urge to throw away 10 grand, throw it at us.  We’ll light up the place better than Christmas decorations, and we sing and dance to boot.

 * AFT performs at the Peninsula State Park Amphitheatre Monday- Saturday through August 30.  Fishing for the Moon plays Monday at 8pm, Wednesday at 8:30 pm, and Saturday at 6pm.  Lumberjacks in Love is at 8pm Tuesday and Friday and 6pm Wednesday, and A Cabin with a View returns at 8pm Thursday and 8:30pm Saturday.     Advanced and reserved tickets are available at www.folkloretheatre.com, by calling 854-6117, at the AFT office in the Green Gables Shops in North Ephraim, or at the theatre box office one hour prior to performance.  A park sticker is not required in the theatre lot.  

